
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applying for Medicine-2021 Entry  

Choosing a medical school:  

There are 33 different medical schools in the UK and this map from the BMA shows you where they 

all are.  You will be able to list 4 choices for medicine and 1 choice for something else on your UCAS 

form.  There a few things to think about when choosing which ones to apply to: 

 Look at the entry requirements-Are you on track for those grades? What about assessment 

requirements-Do they need UCAT or BMAT? 

 How is the course structured? Would you like a traditional course or an integrated course? 

 Are you interested in doing an intercalated year (gaining a BSc) as part of your course? 

 Use this comparison tool to compare your 4 choices alongside each other 

 

 
Work Experience:  

This is normally an important part of your application as it demonstrates that you know what is 

involved in a career in medicine. The current situation is unprecedented and you can find statements 

on the course websites and the medical schools council website regarding the implications of Covid-

19 on the impact of work experience for Medicine courses.  

 Work experience is any activity or life experience that helps you to prepare for medical school 

 Voluntary work or paid work can count 

 If you would like to add to your work experience or understanding of medicine as a profession 

there are a couple of online routes you could take if you haven’t been able to secure face to 

face experience : 

o Observe GP is a free online platform providing insight into general practice.  

o Brighton and Sussex Medical School offers virtual work experience for prospective 

medical school applicants. 

 You need to be able to reflect on your experience, whether online or in person, and to think 

about what you’ve learnt about yourself and your key skills, whether you’ve gained an insight 

into medicine as a profession and how effective care is delivered. 

 It’s a good idea to keep a reflective journal to keep track of your experiences and what 

insights into medicine or yourself that you gained from them 

 

 

 

 

Personal Statement:  

This will be used by medical schools to see if you have the type of skills that a doctor will use, so 

things like good team work and effective communication should be highlighted as well as your 

academic ability. It should also cover your motivation for studying medicine and what things you 

have done to find out about it such as work experience, volunteering or wider reading.  

Universities use your personal statement in different ways so it’s worth having a look at this page 

on the Medic Portal site which summarises how each medical school views them: 

All medical schools have endorsed a set of core values and attributes that are needed by 

medicine students. You can use this list to get some idea of the types of skills you’ll need to 

demonstrate but each medical school will be looking for particular skills or attributes important to 

them so you should always read their course pages too.  

 

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/studying-medicine/becoming-a-doctor/uk-medical-schools
https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/choosing-a-medical-school/comparisontool/
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/training-exams/discover-general-practice/observe-gp.aspx
https://bsmsoutreach.thinkific.com/courses/VWE
https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/personal-statement/universities-use-medicine-personal-statement/
https://www.medschools.ac.uk/media/2542/statement-on-core-values-to-study-medicine.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Assessments:  

Admissions tests are used by medical schools to assess a student’s aptitude as well as whether 

they have the right attitudes suitable for a career in medicine.  The most useful preparation you can 

do for both types of test is to practice and it’s important to practice under test conditions to prepare 

you for the real thing 

UCAT 

 You will be able to sit the UCAT at a Pearson VUE Test Centre or at home through UCAT 

Online.   

 Registration is open now and closes on 17th September (midday) 

 Think about where you will perform best, if you have the right IT setup, whether you have 

specific access requirements and if you have the right type of ID. Check the website here 

https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/ucat-2020/ to compare the two forms of testing 

 Practice material here https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/practice-tests/  

BMAT 

 The BMAT – November test session will take place on 4 November 2020. You will need to 

be registered for the test at an authorised test centre (for most students this is your school or 

college). Check with your Exams Officer if you’re not sure. Registration opens on 1st 

September 2020.  

 Practice material here https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/preparing-for-

bmat/  

 

 

 

 

 Further Information:  

 This free Future Learn course launches on 17th August 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/study-medicine  

 The Medic Portal-They do charge for some online programmes but they also have a lot of 

free guides and tools available on their website here 

https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/  

 Medical Schools Council-This is the representative body for UK medical schools.  Their 

website has all of the information on applying, allows you to look at entry requirements for 

all the medical schools and has videos and info sheets on applications, interviews and 

careers in medicine. https://www.medschools.ac.uk/studying-medicine  

 British Medical Association-The BMA represents all UK doctors and medicine students 

and has lots of information on applying and on medicine as a career 

https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/studying-medicine  

 

 

 

Your personal statement should answer the following questions: 

1. Why do you want to study Medicine? 

2. What have you done to learn about it? 

3. What makes you suitable for Medicine? 

 

 

https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/ucat-2020/
https://www.ucat.ac.uk/ucat/practice-tests/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/preparing-for-bmat/
https://www.admissionstesting.org/for-test-takers/bmat/preparing-for-bmat/
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/study-medicine
https://www.themedicportal.com/application-guide/
https://www.medschools.ac.uk/studying-medicine
https://www.bma.org.uk/advice-and-support/studying-medicine

