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Kit talks about privilege, how being a 
visible LGBTQ+ educator is important 

to them and how they found their 
place both as a university student and 

member of staff. CONTENT

Growing up I never truly knew who I was, and worked too hard to fit in. There was 
nothing in my life to suggest that being queer was normal, nor were there any 
visible examples that I could identify with. Going to the University of East Anglia 
(UEA) as a student in the early 2000’s was my chrysalis stage. I started to 
discover myself and find my place. But it wasn’t until very recently and years 
later that I emerged from the cocoon. 

On the back of my teaching career, I also maintain an educational blog for 
educators, writing articles, performing poetry and producing YouTube videos –
so my visibility extends into the virtual world and internationally too (I’m not hard 
to find via a Google search!). 

Being visible is exceptionally important to me. I have the privilege to be so, 
including working for an institution that genuinely allows me to be my true self. I 
hope this provides strength and hope to those who feel they either can’t or don’t 
feel ready to be visible themselves.

The UEA is an integral part of my identity. I have always found it to be welcoming 
and inclusive. Not once, neither as a student (Environmental Sciences then 
Education PGCE) or a member of staff did I feel that I was out-of-place. Quite the 
opposite.  Incidences which can be described as queerphobic or transphobic are 
the rare exception and to me feel totally out-of-place, and I’ve not felt 
unsupported when they happen. 
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Members of the UEA Alumni team know me very well – I’m a 
bit of a pest who is always buzzing around willing to help, 
with pride, with outreach and support activities. I’ve also 
helped out with the hard-working peeps in AQO as invigilator, 
reader and scribe. 

If you are impacted by anything in Kit’s story, please reach 
out. You can find a list of support services via Mind here: 

tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt

That is noteworthy because a couple of years ago that was the first paid-job I 
did after coming out publicly as trans and started socially transitioning. The 
Assessments & Qualifications team were just awesome and accepting without 
question. All this, and being a member of UEA Staff Pride truly makes me feel 
like a member of one big loving family. I’m now in Admissions, Recruitment and 
Marketing working in outreach, being a very visible representative of UEA 
through working with children and high schools. 

I knew that going to university was going to change my life, but what I never 
considered was how much it was going to be life-changing. That is, I now no 
longer have enough fingers on both hands to count the number of times that 
going to UEA influenced my life, while studying and since graduating. That 
single decision, to accept a conditional offer to study Environmental Sciences, 
starting September 2001 was the proverbial stone setting off ripples across the 
pond.

Kit talks more about their experiences and gives 
advice in a discussion with their neaco colleague 

Miyah. Scan the QR code or visit 
youtu.be/Nr4AQLdVcbI to watch!

Find more inspiration on the Pride in Higher 
Aspirations page on the Take Your Place website.  

https://tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt
https://youtu.be/Nr4AQLdVcbI
https://neaco.eprospectus.co.uk/resources/pages/pride-in-higher-aspirations/

