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Coming from a small town in Norfolk, sexuality wasn’t really talked about, and 

the few times it was it would be the elephant in the room for five minutes 

before being indefinitely swept under the rug. In high school especially, a 

person’s sexuality was the stuff of whispers and rumours. 

Coming to UEA widened the people I was exposed to and the conversations I 

was having. Suddenly, mine, others, and sexuality in general wasn’t something 

to hide it was something to celebrate. It wasn’t something that labelled you as 

‘different’ or ‘other’, but something that helped others to see you for you. 

One of the first things I did at UEA was join the Feminist Book Club, where I am 

also now a committee member. I’ve found that reaching out to groups that 

have similar interests has been a really good way to steadily implement myself 

into the kinds of conversations that just didn’t happen where I am from. I 

found that this society was an ideal safe space to meet like-minded people and 

have open discussions.

Law is often seen as a very stereotypically unvaried profession which lacks 

diversity and acceptance. However, I would say I have been pleasantly 

surprised by some of the changes and outreach that I’ve witnessed and 

experienced. The Law School Employability team frequently share and 

promote LGBTQ+ specific events – such as talks from LGBTQ+ professionals, to 

organisations that work with LGBTQ+ students to reach new 

opportunities and achieve their goals. 
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LGBTQ+ staff makes me feel more hopeful that the career is becoming more 

accepting and ready for more LGBTQ+ people to take it by storm. 

I think that representation in the legal sector is important as it is a sector that 

would really benefit, and ought to be, representative of the people that it 

serves. Going forward I am eager to see, and hopefully be a part of, a new age of 

lawyer. 

My top tips for going to university would be that its ok to say no and that your 

time will come. By this I mean that there will be a million and one different 

opportunities put before you, whether it be clubs and societies, employability 

events, going for a coffee or to the pub; you do not have to do everything. It is 

ok to say no if you need and/or want to, there will always be another 

opportunity later. It is very easy to look around at what everyone else is doing 

and wonder if you could or should be doing more, but everyone is working on 

their own timeline, your own journey will work itself out in time. Also, buy 

yourself a planner, you will need it!

Unbeknownst to me, I didn’t have to go too far to feel that shift from never 

acknowledged to always accepted, having moved only 45 minutes from home. 

However, it is a move that I will always remember as it felt like there wasn’t a 

need to keep quiet or hide certain parts of me anymore. That sense of freedom 

is liberating and has been a highlight of my university experience thus far. 
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If you are impacted by anything in Leah’s story, please reach 

out. You can find a list of support services via Mind here: 

tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt

Outside of the Law School, I personally find inspiration from 

other members of the community who are achieving in the 

legal sector. For example, Eve Cornwell, a youtuber who is 

currently a trainee solicitor at a Magic Circle London firm. 

Seeing these big firms begin to take on and highlight its
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