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I’m Scott and I am an outreach manager at UEA, supporting those from groups 

under-represented in higher education to make an informed choice about their 

future. I have lived in Norwich for the past 10 years, after studying at UEA and 

deciding to stay! Originally from Southend in Essex, so love the seaside and 

regularly spend my weekend on the coast to get a taste of home. I identify as a 

Gay Man, and feel really lucky that there is such a thriving LGBTQ+ community 

in the city.

I was the first in my family to go to university, so the path was a little daunting 

but also exciting. I was lucky to have a supportive family who spend many 

hours in the car with me driving around the country to different university 

open days! I originally was interested in studying Drama at university, but after 

studying law at college, I loved it so decided on a different path quite late on. I 

knew I wanted to be within a couple of hours of home, and independence was 

a big part of my decision making. I visited UEA a couple of times and although 

it’s a little cheesy, it felt like home right away. I loved how much space there 

was on the campus, the unique features of the city and the volunteering 

opportunities available through my course.

Scott gives his experiences being the 

first member of his family to go to 

university, moving to a new city and how 

it led to developing his current passions 

and hobbies.   CONTENT
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I found that moving to a new city and meeting new people 

was a great opportunity to learn more about myself and how 

I wanted to be seen by others. Universities have inclusivity 

and opportunity at their core, so I found this culture of non-

judgement and acceptance a big help to me. 

HE is responsible to a big extent to my passion for social justice and the job that 

I do, my good friends, and my hobbies. I love to surf when I can and tried it for 

the first time when I met someone at university who told me you could surf in 

Norfolk and encouraged me to give it a try! 

In terms of support for staff, UEA has a well-established staff pride network for 

those that Identify as LGBTQ+, as well as a staff network of allies. These groups 

work to inform policy and issues relevant to LGBTQ+ people but are also a great 

place to meet & socialise with other in the community. I am not a member 

myself, but I love working somewhere that has such a big LGBTQ+  presence in 

the staff community, and where there would be champions for any issues I 

would want to raise. 

I would say have confidence in your future options and why they are right for 

you, throw yourself in to all of the opportunities your offered throughout your 

time at University, and don’t be afraid to ask for help if you’re feeling unsure. 

If you are impacted by anything in Scott’s story, please reach 

out. You can find a list of support services via Mind here: 

tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt

Head over to our YouTube channel to listen to more 

experiences & advice from LGBTQ+ individuals and 

give your feedback to be entered into a monthly 
prize draw for a £25 Love2Shop Voucher

https://tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt

