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Throughout high school, I never truly felt comfortable in myself and worked 
too hard to fit in. I felt that no one understood how I felt as I was 
acknowledging and appreciating my sexuality. 

But all of this changed when I started at the University of East Anglia (UEA) in 
September 2018. I instantly felt that I was free to explore my sexuality and 
identity more openly. I met a huge number of people, both peers and 
academics, who were incredibly supportive and helped me settle in at UEA 
very quickly! 

Throughout my three years (so far!) at UEA, I have felt welcomed and 
supported by an inclusive community. This is also the case in the wider 
community. At UEA and in Norwich, I feel confident to express who I really 
am, and this confidence still grows day by day. There is a wealth of support 
available at UEA, should students need it at any point. Student Support 
Services are fantastic and can help with a huge variety of issues, whether it 
be mental or physical health, emotional support or academic help. 

It is important to me that I am open about my sexuality and my life 
experiences more broadly, because I feel accepted and loved by the 
community and as a cis white woman, have the privilege to be visible. This 
doesn’t mean I need to walk around campus adorned with a pride flag (unless 
I want to!), but means I am open and honest about my journey and 
experiences with my sexuality. 

Annabelle talks about privilege,
confidence and how her studies 

have helped her to learn much 
about the LGBTQ+ community that 

she is a part of.CONTENT



As an American Studies undergraduate, I have also been lucky to be able to 
tailor my degree to my interests, taking modules and writing essays on queer 
history. I have studied gender and sexuality through the lens of film, literature, 
culture and history and have learned so much about the LGBTQ+ community’s 
rich and complex experiences. 

My time at UEA has provided me with the experience and confidence to extend 
this determination and my visibility beyond university. The LGBTQ+ community 
is still underrepresented in some industries, and I am currently attempting to 
break my way into one of them; the publishing industry. When I left Sixth Form 
in 2018, I never thought I would have the confidence to not only feel 
comfortable in who I am, but to try to increase inclusivity and diversity 
throughout my life. 

And now, as I finish my final year at UEA, I can reflect on my time as a positive 
and amazing chunk of my life. Although I was always excited to start university 
and knew UEA was the right choice for me, I never expected to feel like an 
integral part of the UEA community and want to share my experience with 
anyone and everyone! 

takeyourplace.ac.uk

#TakeYourPrideHE
PRIDE IN HIGHER ASPIRATIONS STORIES Pride Month (June) 2021

If you are impacted by anything in Annabelle’s story, please 
reach out. You can find a list of support services via Mind 

here: tinyurl.com/mind-lgbt

Head over to our YouTube channel to listen to 
more experiences & advice from LGBTQ+ 
individuals and 
give your feedback to be entered into a monthly 
prize draw for a £25 Love2Shop Voucher

It is my hope that my openness inspires and reassures those 
coming to terms with their identity, who are not yet visible, 
and gives strength to continue nurturing those identities.  
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